
P~SCRIPTION FOR CHANGE 
PO Box 4817 

PRSRT STD 
US Postage 

PA I D 
Permit # 14 

Frankfort, KY 

Frankfort, KY 40604 

paid for with state funds; available in alternative formats 

SCRIPTION FOR CHANGE 
A Conference Presenting Findings from 

The Kentucky Health Insurance Research Project 
Kentucky International Convention Center, Louisville 

Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Jointly sponsored by: 

KENTUCKY 
LONG-TERM POLICY RESEARCH CENTER 

Foundation for a 
Healthy Kentucky 



SCRIPTION FOR CHANGE 
Findings from the Kentucky Health Insurance Research Project 

The Dilemma Deferred 
Roughly half a million Kentuckians do not have health insurance, 
and we have made little progress in covering the uninsured. This 
longstanding dilemma remains unresolved. Yet research 
consistently shows the uninsured are far more likely to postpone 
attention to health care needs or forego them altogether. The costs 
and consequences ripple throughout our society and economy: 

• lost health and years of life 
• often avoidable health conditions that rob people of productive 

lives and, in the case of children, can lead to costly developmental 
and educational deficits 

• financial risk, uncertainty, anxiety, and personal bankruptcy 
• mounting financial stresses on health care providers and other 

community institutions, from churches to local governments 
• losses of worker productivity, earnings, and quality of life 
• diminished capacity of small firms to compete for and retain 

skilled workers 
• hidden costs that are systematically shifted to the insured. 

The Kentucky Health Insurance Research Project has sought 
to define the scope of the problem and propose responses . Funded 
by the federal Health Resources and Services Administration, 
which facilitates state-level responses to uninsurance, the project's 
diverse research team includes researchers from the University of 
Kentucky (UK) Center for Excellence in Rural Health, the 
Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center, the UK College of 
Public Health, the UK Survey Research Center, and the University 
of Louisville. 

Prescription for Change presents findings from this 
multifaceted research project, which includes public forums in the 
state's Area Development Districts, statewide surveys of the general 
population and small firms, an analysis of the social cost of 
uninsurance, and a comprehensive review ofthe legal, ethical, and 
practical implications of policy options open to the Commonwealth. 

On the Agenda 

The Fletcher Administration's 
Vision for Covering Kentucky's Uninsured 
How Kentucky's first-ever physician governor hopes to leverage 

more coverage options for Kentucky's uninsured. 

A Profile of Kentucky's Uninsured 
Drawnfrom household survey data and the voices of Kentucky's 
uninsured, a portrait of Kentuckians who have no health insurance. 

How Society Pays and How Much 
The indirect ways in which our society pays a substantial price for 
having an uninsured population and estimates of Kentucky's tab . 

Alternative State Strategies for Covering the 
Uninsured 
State-level experiences and experiments with covering and caring 
for the uninsured. 

The Annual KET Panel Discussion 
Kentucky Tonight host Bill Goodman leads a panel discussion "The 
Dilemma Deferred: Covering the Uninsured," followed by a short 
audience Q&A session. 

Weighing Our Options for Covering the Uninsured 
A presentation of state-level strategies for covering the uninsured, 
their likely beneficiaries, and their equity, efficiency, and 
effectiveness. 

Your Preferred Prescription for Change 

Conference attendees will use audience response system technology 
by GTCO CalComp Peripherals to vote for the policy options of their 
choice for covering the uninsured. 
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Name _________________ _ Organization ___________________ _ 

Address ______________ City ____________ State _____ Zip _____ _ 

Phone _____________ Fax Email ___________ _ 

TO REGISTER: Copy this form as needed and mail or fax it, with or 
followed by a check or money order made payable to the 
Kentucky State Treasurer, to: 

Prescription for Change 
PO Box 4817 
Frankfort, KY 40604 
Fax to 1-800-383-1412 or 1-502-564-1412 
Online: http: / www.kltprc.net/ conf2005reg.htm 

Special Needs---Dietary or Other 

__ $50 Registration Fee Postmarked by Nov. 7, 2005 
__ $60 Registration Fee Postmarked after Nov. 7, 2005 
_$10 Student Rate 
__ Grou p: 5th person free with 4 pa id registrations 

(Please send group registrations together.) 

UMITED SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

Cancellations received after 11-7-05 will not be refunded. 
Substitutions are welcome. "No Shows" will be charged full fee. 

State Employees Interaccount Information 
Mars Agency # _ ________________ _ 

Mars Contact Name ________________ 1 

E-Mail 


